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Countess Rzeswuska. Your Excellency has good taste."
At that instant he noticed a blond young man slinking between
him and Stolypine and saw him fire two shots from a revolver.
Joseph only just missed it. ... The screams of the two young
Grand Duchesses and the crowd were terrible. The officers
immediately drew their swords. The newspapers will have
told you the rest. Helen tells me further that Joseph was
summoned during the night to give evidence and was con-
fronted by the assassin. The latter was perfectly well known
to the Kieff police and he would never have got a ticket
for the theatre had not the Government had the brilliant
idea of sending away the Kieff police and replacing these
during the Czar's stay by police from St. Petersburg who
didn't know the ground. What ineptitude !

It seems there's also a great panic in Belgium because it is
known, if Germany declares war, it is through that country
Germany wants to pounce on Paris outflanking the fortified
places in the North of France.

Kleinitz, 22nd September, 1911.

For a long time I've been pointing out to you Germany's
state of weakness under this extraordinary appearance of
power. I told you how at the first difficult moment one
would see how fragile the financial situation really was,
because her economic organisation was based solely on
credit.

You see what bewilderment the first difficulty has aroused,
and if war were declared this would be a catastrophe. I
believe the Emperor doesn't in the least realise this and in
any case he has no eye for choosing the people with whom
he surrounds himself and from whom he takes his ministers.
He no longer takes the trouble to get to the bottom of things.
He nominated Kiderlen when he was suggested to him and
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